64          MEMOIRS   OF  WILLIAM  HICKEY

With my introduction to Tethrington ended all my good
resolutions, and former follies were resumed in an in-
creased degree ; I had seen him play at billiards in a style
of execution that delighted me and I became so fond
<rf the game tbat morning, noon and night was I looking
on at the players, and at length took up a cue myself ;
instead of attending to my business, passing my time at
some public table, and this continued for a couple of
years. Let me, however, again observe it was not from
a wish to win money at it, but a real liking for the game ;
nor did I ever lose anything material. The old sharks,
of which there were a certain number that frequented
each house, knew me very well, and the state of my
finances. Aware that if I lost a sum that vexed me, I
should probably cease to play, they conducted themselves
accordingly. At first they challenged me to play simply
for the charge of the table, but after a week or so declared
me wonderfully improved, and proposed sixpence a game,
at which rate they would entertain me as long as I chose,
taking care never to leave off winners of more than half a
crown, that is, five games at one time, and they would often
permit me to be even, or loser of an odd game, although
had they used the superiority they possessed, I should not
have got a single game in a month, yet they always appeared
to wish to make the match even, by giving such odds as
they pretended to deem equal.

These poor devils also taught me to guard against
the various tricks and stratagems practised by sharpers
to deceive and cheat the young and unwary. Having
no other mode of subsistence than what they cursorily
picked up from novices and strangers, I proved a fine
subject for supplying funds for a daily meal, with which
they were satisfied, and so was I. They had some private
agreement amongst themselves respecting a division of
the spoil obtainable from me, trifling as it was, for I
observed that I scarcely ever played two succeeding days
with the same person, though there might be several in the
room. I was a favorite with them in general, and not a